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Besides the comparatively thick metal panels which form the actual cabinet, this
number can surely be explained because of the massive front panel which projects
above the top and below the bottom of the cabinet. Exactly this front panel then also
avoids that the BDA-2 does not simply look like a clumsy, metallic lump, because its
outside is indeed endowed with a trace of finesse, because the lightly rounded off
corners remove some of the hardness from its visual effect.

But with a view of the existing controls it already goes somewhat

unceremonially to the nitty-gritty. Eight status LEDs and ten

pushbuttons find room on the component, and every element is

2 responsible for exactly one function. So that one does not lose any

time with guessing or with the study of the instruction manual for

the identification of these functions, all elements are equipped with

use the appropriate designation. Six of the pushbuttons serve for

4 choosing the desired input, whereby the BDA-2 does not only

glisten simply with the number but also with its wealth of variants.

Data can be transferred either via two optical Toslink inputs, or via an XLR plug per

AES/EBU. Additionally there are four S/PDIF inputs of which two are for coaxial cables

with RCA connections, and two for BNC bayonet connections. Here again Bryston’s

experience in the professional realm show up, because with newer media servers or

streamers BNC connections are quite rare. Considerably more modern is the USB-B

socket which is also present. Thanks to the multitude of connections one would have
difficulty finding a component that cannot be used with the BDA-2 D/A Converter.

No matter which input one uses, the maximum possible sampling rate is always 192
kHz, even with the optical inputs. Besides that at Bryston one really dislikes to depend
on the spadework of others, and therefore every digital signal that is received by the
BDA-2 D/A Converter is newly timed by its internal clock in order to counteract the
reviled jitter.

From the Japanese manufacturer AKM two AK4399EQ-DAC-
Chips, which in the BDA-2 offer a maximum bit length of 24
bits, are responsible for the concluding conversion of the
incoming signal. These are located directly before the analog
output stage of the Converter, which in this case is a
discretely built-up Class A module. At the same time the
digital and analog sections of the BDA-2 D/A Converter are
supplied with current independently from each other. Yes,
here one works technically on a very high niveau, where every possible distortion factor
is considered and thought about.

Another of the eight pushbuttons on the front serves to actuate the synchronous
upsampling in order to help the technically less than perfect input signals.
Synchronous here means that the BDA-2 D/A Converter is working with multiple whole
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“Bryston’s BDA-2 is an outstanding D/A Converter, which brings all
the strength of professional audio reproduction to the living room.
Those who are more interested in excellent sound rather than in
unusual appearance have come to the right place”




