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Bryston 4B°

Bryston has replaced its ‘Squared’ series with a new ‘Cubed' amplifier range, Outward
changes are subtle, but the company claims big improvements under the skin
Review: Adam Smith Lab: Paul Miller

thete are more thas 3 few compankes

that change their product ranges

with gredictatie reguiarty. When the
latest big - o small - thing comes akng.
manulacturers may be tempted to spdate
all thewr models accordingly. However,
femware updates aude. there’s a lot to
be sald for an crganisation that bides ity
time. only refeasng new products when 3
wgnificant change i #ock,

THE CUBE RANGE

Canaddan company Bryston most defintely
T4l 100 SUCh & CAbEQOTy 4 &3 Pew
PrOduct Launches rarely wrive to the
accompaniment of fantares and dancing
05, BUL e IMOIL Sy SONICANT,
Which brings un 10 the new (5209

48" ampliier - the ‘Cubed’ appellation
VgEYing & new range of ampitiers that
wpervedens its longstanding Squated”
serles. (Ths progreston Mght leave
Beyston an mue in a few years time o '48
10 the power of 4° doent quite he the
same smappy fng o itf) In this case, the
48" replaces the ABSST [MAN Jus OF) thae,

In our world of electronics asd sudio,

18 urs, Can 17ace s heritage 1o the 4B55T
[HIN May ‘07], 4BST PN Jin “2000], and
4B NRE veryions, then right back 1o the
orgnal 48 model.

The new 48" tits towasds the middle of
2 socstreng range than's being rolied cut in
stages. The 48 steves and the 78" mano
Uts are the first, Dearng nominal power
outputs of SOOW and G00W respectively
The range wil then be completed by the
Stereo 2.58, 38° and 1487 ampifiers,
s 2 masive mono 2887, this Ul series
boastinng power OUEpUts frem 135W to a
speakercookng 1N

The entie range has been under
Gevelepment for 3 number of years by a
team of engineers led by CEO Christopher
Rurisell. Their man focus was to redece
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noise and Gistorson in the signal path and
they had been akded in ther endeaveur

by the late Or loan Alexandre Safomie,

# talented engineer and physicist who
passed away in 201 3, In conunction with
Dr Salomie, Bryston has patented & new
ampification and filker circutt that forms
the heart of the Input secton to its revised
ampifiers. More on this can be found In
PM's bonout [facing page).

I 469%4N 10 these Fmportant changes
under the bornet, Bryston has o
Treshened up the 40" sesthetics with &
procison-milied 12mm thick front paned
R, 2part rom the styling rebef, meredy
CONtaNg an ontandby SWRKh and two
misiti-colour LEDs. These show the status
Of 23Ch Channel and INGCate pOwe! +p
msting (rec), thermal protection mode
[Orange) and nommal operation (green)
Thery will aso fMash red n & dsapgroving
manaer should you decide to atuse thowe
JOOW and diive the ampliter nto (ipping'

For & et with such a clean ot panel.
the rear of the chassls Is, by contrast. 3
pasitive hive of activity. Naterally, output
binGeg pents and ingut terminals are
provided, the batter in nbalanced and
balanced Mavours. The former ace RCA
Phono sockets and the latter are an
INgervous COMBO COMECTOr that accepts
cithar an XiR o¢ 3 6.35mm jack plig. Is
addtion three smal toggle switches select
between these Iaputs, Detween the +23d8
and +29¢8 gain options, and to Aow the
ampiifier to be configured In efther bridged
o normal ereo mede.

SWITCH-ON SEQUENCES

A power itatus indicator is o Stted to
U DAck Dl THs Lakes the form of an
LED that intially flathes green a number
of timws determned by the revsion b
of the SR ALIE Cicul’s oftware. & then
change 1o gow & steady red, signityng
I The ampifier I5 0N AN I SLARADY

It has a refinement and innate
musicality that suggests it
can turn its hands to
anything, albeit in a manner
backed by an underlying
sense of mischief, and a
feeling of power that is little
short of addictive.




